Synergistic action of clotrimazole and certain anionic surfactants may be due to ion pair formation.
A synergistic effect of clotrimazole and certain anionic surfactants against a strain of Candida albicans was confirmed. Measurement of apparent partition coefficients indicated that lipophilic ion pairs between clotrimazole and anionic surfactants were formed. It is suggested that the synergistic effect of the drugs may be due to ion pair formation.